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4 Franciſco, \ Good Morning to you, Madam, ——— You're an” 
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early Riſer, I ce 3 though I as little ſuſpeted 
to meet you here, as to find'a Quaker behind 
the Scenes in the Play-Houſe. 
"Aurelia, Why, Sir, think you that Young Womned have no Buſ-. 
neſs i in Guild- Hall ? 
” "'Franc. Yes, Madam, but hardly ſo early in a Morning. Had it : 
been-che Fourteenth of February, 1.ſhould have ſuſpefted* you came 
hither to SeleCt one of the Aldermen for your Yalentine, | 
Axrel. You're pleaſed to be merry, Sir What Merits have 1 
to deſerve an Alderman ? 
Franc. You cloud . your own Worth, by your - ſingular Modeſty; 
"tis welt known, that ſome who have worn the Por le- have. taken - 
ir Cook Maids into the Bed with them ; and," I hope, Madam, 
ir Deſerts ought not to be named with yours. | 
Awel, You ſeem to be better Acquainted with me, than Iam with 
my ſelf; but, Sir, 1 hope you _ not ſo ill an Opinion of our Sex in 


General, 
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General, or of me in Particular, to think, that in Aﬀairs of that- 
Nature, Women are uſed. to make the firſt Advances. 

Franc. Yes. In a little fooliſh Gallantry like this, a Lady may 
g0oagreat way, before ſhe treads upon the heels of Modeſty. 

Anxrel, Yes, and that little fooliſh Gallantry, as you are pleaſed 
to name it, ſhall be called fondneſs on onr Part; for it is the admi- 
rable Temper of moſt of your Sex, if you obſerve any thing in a 
Woman's Converſation, which you can Interpret to your Advan- 
tage, the nearer you find her Approaches, the farther you fly from 
her, and tell it in Company over a Bottle The truth on't is, Jack, 
I could Love Miſtreſs ſuch a one, but ſh:*s ſo coming, that 

Franc. No mote, no more,. good Madam. 

Anrel, Yes, one word more, and then as ſilent as. you pleaſe. 
Modeſty on our part ſerves to whet and highten your Deſires; for 
is a Vertue of ſuch Reputation, that where you cannot find the 
Original, you Doat upon the Copy. Witneſs the Truth of what 
I ay in the.Condutt of the Lewdeſt Women of the Town, whoſe 
counterfeit Vertue allures you to an Intrigue ; whereas an open De- 
claration of their Infamous Way of Living, wonld frighten you 
from an Amour. 

Franc, But in this Diſcourſe, .of Modeſty and Intrigue, we have 
loſt our Alderman. 
 Axrel, What have I done, that I ſhould be haunted with Alder- 
men ? You are not ſo ill a Philoſopher, as not to know, that Content 
or Happineſs are not always the Attendants on a Plentiful Fortune ; 
which I am neither ſo vain to wiſh, nor have Merits to deſerve, 
however ſome of my Sex may be pleaſed withithe Title of an A 
derman's Lady. þ 

Franc. Now, by this Averſion of your's to an Alderman, I hum- 
bly conceive, Madam, you are one of the Orphans of the City of 


Anrel, You are much in the right, Sir z and, if I miſtake not, by 
meeting you here ſooften, I ſuppoſe you are one of the ſame Un- 
happy Number. 

ranc. ?Tis certainly ſo, Madam; for, like the Widow Blackgcre 

in the' Plain Deder, 1 am forced to Sollicit my own Cauſe. 
* Aurel. | come hither upon the ſame melancholy Account, but 
as much Luck in the Attempt, as a Poor Fellow that Sues for 

Eſtate in Forma Pauperis, 

Franc, Well! there is certainly a Pleaſure m Rehearſing ones 
Misfortunes, 


| 


(3) 


Misfortunes, eſpecially if the Perſon to whom they are tald, can 
oblige one with a like Relation. Pleaſe you therefore, Madam, to 
Repoſe your ſelf upon this Seat, and allow one that is not a per= 
felt Stranger to you, a quarter of an Hours Converſation, ſince we 
are fallen vpon a Subje& that equally concerns us both. | 

Aurel, The Pleaſure of that Converſation will be wholly on 
my part, Sir. 

Franc. Good Madam, let us not talk, as if we were in a-Dancing 
School, but lay all Complements aſide as ſupertiuous, as fine Clothes 
at a Funeral. 

Aurel, The Subje@t, I confeſs, is almoſt as Melancholy ; for were 
our Bodies in as deſperate a Condition as our Fortunes, | fear Feſutts 
Powder would do us bat little good. 

Franc. The truth on't is, we have lived upon hope a long time — 

A fine, thin, cooling Diet, and as neceſſary in our Circumſtances, 
as Watex-Gruel to a Man troubled with an over heated Liver. 
» Aurel, | think we may not improperly call this Place; The Land 
of Promiſe, where we are treated with: all the Civilicy, poſſible. 
deed, Madam, I think, of your Petition, Truly, Sir, you will noe 
fail next Court Day. 1 profeſs, Madam, I din't neglett your Buſmeſs, 
And all this is nothing but Ceremony and Complement, acted with 
ſo much Gravity, that on a Court-Day I have fanſied my ſelf to 
have ſeen Mr. Bays his Grand Dance in the Rehearſal. 

Franc. Indeed, our daily Attendance is ſomewhat like the Story of 
the Fellow, that made Love to an Invikble Miſtreſs. 

Aurcl. But *pray?, Sir, give me leave to enquire of you the Rea- 
ſons, or Occaſions, of the PraQtice of putting the Orphans Money 
into the Chamber of London ; by what Authority demanded, and 
whether our Deceaſcd Parents were not influenced by Cuſtom, and 
had a wrong Notion of the Matter ; for could they have forcietn 
what has ſince happened, they would as ſoon: have ordered their 
Executors to have laid out their Money in Ruffs and Farthingals, 
aSto have pur it into that bottomleſs Pir, the- Chamber. 

Franc. A Place ſomewhat reſembling Michael Angeles Pifture of 
Hell, from whence the Pope himſelf conld- not redeem a Cardinal, 
there'/painted. But not to run- too far- from your Queſtion ; the 
Reaſons of the Practice were at firſt intentionally Good and Ptous ; 


Awrel. So were Religious Houſes in the Times of the Primitive 


Perſccutions, bur Paſterity improved the Matter into — 
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and Nynneries, though ſince Nurſeries of Luxury and Idleneſs. 

Franc, Your Digreſlion is pithy enough, Madam, but ?pray? give 
me leave to proceed : As to the Authority by which it is demanded, 
*tis well known, that the City of London being, by Vertue of Magna 
Charta, a Body Corporate, they have a Power or Commiſſion to 
enact petty Laws and Cuſtoms among themſelves, as they ſhall ſee 
moſt fit, for the better Government of the City, 

Aurel. Yes, Sir, ſach as ordering the'Aſſize of Bread, or Penny 
Loves, for the uſe of School Boys, and Journeymen Taylors. 

Franc. Still you will be Facetious. But to proceed. Among 
other Cuſtoms this was Enatted by Common-Council, no doubt, 
that every Freeman dying, and leaving a Widow and Children be- 
hind him, for the better Security of what he left them ( leaſt ha- 
ving their Fortunes in their own Power, they might embezzle it, or 
elſe be betrayed to. very unequal, if not ſcandalous Matches. ) The 
Money, I ſay, was paid into the Chamberlan's Office, the Summ 
Regiſtred, and his Note given for Security ; the -Lord Mayor, for 
the Time being, and the Court of Aldermen. becoming Guardians or 
Truſtees to the ſaid Widow and Orphans, either of which were 
not to Marry without their Conſent firſt had and obtained. 

Aurel. With Submiſſion to their Authority, I ſhall never trouble 
*m with the Queſtion. 

Franc, Heaven be praiſed, at preſent the Condition of that Obs» 
ligation is void ; 1 Thomas may take thee Abigail without that Li- 
cence; nay, invite the Aldermen to Dinner, and they never be 
offended at it. 

Aurel.” But granting the Intention was Good and Pious, did it 
ever Anſwer the end propos'd ? 

Franc, Yes, unqueſtionably, for ſeveral ſcores of Years; for [ 
love to-do Juſtice zo the Memory of the Dead. 

Awrel, | wiſh my Thoughts would allow me that Liberty to 
the Living. But how comes it to paſs, Sir, that the Bank is not 
in that Reputation as formerly, the City being much more Rich and 
Populous. 

Franc, Now, Madam, yow ask a yery knotty Queſtion ; but to 
the beſt of my Memory, the Exchequer, being ſhut up ſometime 
before the Bank you ſpeak of, languiſhed in eſteem about the Year 
1681, yet, with Submiſſion, I believe we may go higher, even as 
far as the Year 1641. London being eſteemed by ſome at Weſtminſter, 
what was ſaid 0 England formerly at Rome, that it was Putems 
inexhauſine, 
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inexbauſtus, A Welt never to be drawn ary: Sotnethingiwent to the 
maintaining: that Unnatural War, beſides Bodkins and T himbles. 
The proſecuting of the then miſcalled Godly Cauſe, calling for valt 
Summs from: the Chamber; .which alli the !fince received Money 
could not. repay again z they. being. oftentimes forced to pay 
one Man's Intereſt with another's Principal. And though the 
Fatal Conſequences were not known till of late, yet ſome Ob- 
ſervators about Guild-Hall diſcovered, that a Late Chamberlain, 
famous for his Skill in Military Diſcipline, finding a Cloud ga- 
thering ,at Court, and:that he: was like to fall under the Diſ- 
pleaſure of a Great Man 'at Whitehall; gave -private Notice to 


- ſome of his own Party -to draw out theit Money ; and thoſe 


who wanted that kind Intelligence are' the: chief, if not the 
only Sufferers now; for, you know, cis like the Practice of 
Bankers, who being blemiſh'd in their Repute, their Creditors 
coming ſo thick. upon.them to call in their Money, they are forced 
to ſtop their Payments, in-order to a Compoſition. 

Aurel. But, Sir, | | have been told; that thoſe who come a 
little nearer to our Memories tell us, they have obſerved a Tall 
Building upon Fifh.-ſtreee Hill, a Ditch not far from Ludgare, 
and ſeveral Conduits, to be Built with Mortar temper*d with 2 
Sort of Brackiſh Water, known to the Yirtmnoſi, by.the Name of 
Widows and Orphans-Tears. 

Franc. No, Madam,, that was not ſo; your Judgment has been 
milinformee, thoſe -Publick Structures being wholly Built at the 
City Charge, by Money rais*d upon a Tax upon Coals, &c. 

Aurel. 1 could have wiſh'd the Wiſdom of the City would 
have converted thoſe Fonds into other Uſes. For the Paymerit- 
of the Orphans would: have Eterniz'd their Memories more, than 
if they had erected Monuments and Mum-glaſſes in every Street: 
of the City. ft | 
| Franc. For my part, though I would have. the Second Day of 
September never to be forgotten, yet Lhave wondred what that 
Monument was intended for, except by Day for a Landmark for: 


Travellers, that loſt their Way upon Shooter;-Hill ; and-*tis pity 


that ſome Invention is not found out: to: make a Lanthorn of that 
Flaming Ball at top, for Poor People cannot gb to the Price of 
Hemmings his New-Lights ; and Coals, they ſay, will be very dear - 
this Winter. 

Anrel. F: 
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Aurck 1 heard, Sir, that a Gentleman YVother Day asKin 
his Friend, What that ſtreight bodied thing might coſt build- 
ing, was told, about 18000. Pounds, Did: it ſo, ſays the other 
F know a Gentleman of: my Acquaintance has tent the City jn 
ſuch a: Sams, I thivk- they: had beft! make 4 Mortgage of it to 

him for Security. 

Franc. And very good Securicy too. Well, let the Monument 
ſtand tjll a Country Fellow wants Two Pence to ſee it, 1 care 
not ;. and what a pretty Accompt that Ditch you ſpeak of comes 
to, after fo mandy Thouſand Pounds Expended ' in the Buildin 
it, when the Vaults and Cellerags belonging to'it, are now ot- 
fered to be Rented for One humdred Pound per 'anmmum. A very 
pretty. Intereſt for ſo large 'a Principal. Nay, I am-told, that 
a certain Conduit near Fofter-lane, has already gotten a Rhen- 
matiſm, for want-of a Night Cap. There have been ſome fine 
Treats at Gaild- Hal, andifuppoſing there watited a fitcle Summ 
to buy Shrimps. and Oyſters tor a: Diſh'of Fiſh, [ hope **was*no 
ſuch great Crime for [the Caterer to put his Hand intothe Or- 
phans Bag to purchaſe *eru. 

Axrel, But methinks it would have bcen Civil, to have invited 
us to eat part of the Fiſh, when our Money paid'for the Sauce. 

Franc. No, no, there is meaner Provitlions ſuitable ro our Con- 
dition. Lord! Madam, I ſmile to think how we Laugh cill our 
Heartsache, and divert our ſelves with oar*very Misfortunes ; as 
Proſperity never Exalted our Thoughts, neither does Adverlity 
Depreſs them. ?Tis a Pradtice of Philoſophy which few attain 
to, and. the little proficiencyl have made in it, is wholly owing 
to your generous and. fprighely Converſation. 

Aurel, Sir, Pd Tetra your Complement, butat preſent I am 
out of Stock —— Fer' ny part,  know'no Divine nor Humane 
Law forbids innocent Railery ; if the worſt come to the worſt, 
"is but reaſonable: Loſers ſhookd! have leave "to ſpeak, though 
it is. dear jeſting at the: Rate of Eight Thouſand Pound. Bot 
to. be ſerious, 1s it not: Deplorable, that's Gentleman well 
Barn and Educated, ſhould "for 'want of that Money of his - 
which lies is; the Chamber ' of Zondon; be expoſed to alt the. 
ladigaitics of Fortune; / accept [of | ſome mean Office, to" keep. 
him from ſtarving, Liſt: bimſelf a Common:Sentinel, ro ſtave of 
. his Importunate Creditors; or, perhaps, take the Highway, and 
make. his Life as Deſperate as his Fortune : Whereas, if - 
enjoye 
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enjoyed what was: juſtly his own, 'might take tis Contemptibic 
Fi we in the World, where he now lies windbbund for want 
or MOney. 

Franc. To ſhew you the Reverſe of the Medal. Is it not pity 
that a Young Gentlewoman, whom Nature and Education have 
made a finiſh'd piece for want of thoſe Baps which lie fleeping 
in the, Chamber, betake her ſelf to ſome mean Employ, or at 
beſt to wait upon ſome Finical Lady, who, excepting her For- 
tune, isnot worthy to be named with her for Accompliſhments; 
or, at laſt, it may be ſhe's Married to ſome inferiour Fellow ; or, 
if | durſt* be familiar with Female Virtue, perhaps, by reaſon of 
her Poverty, expoſed to the Sollicitations o unlawful Love, from 
which Attempts the Poſſeſſion of her Fortune would ſecure her. 

Aurel, 1 have wanted neither Lawful nor Unlawful Offers; for 
the firſt, I am reſolved never to diſgrace my Father*s Aſhes by a 
ſorry Marriage, and from the latter Heaven will, 1 hope, defend 


IMe.- 

Franc, As Deſpicable as my Fortune may be at preſent, I am 
reſolved not to be Deſpicablein my own Thoughts : And | will for 
once, Madam, make you ſo far my Confeſlor, as to aſſure you, 
l loved a Miſtreſs, Fair, Rich, and Virtuous ; nor was I ( par- 
don my Vanity ) treated with,Contempr, and we had certatnly 
Married, had not Fortuneon my fide forbid the Banes. 

Aurel. But is there no Hopes of recovering our Fortunes ? 

Franc, Much ſuch Hopes # a Dying Patient has, when he ſees 
his Phyſician ſhake his Head 3 but however we do not abſolutely 
Deſpair. | 

pc I heard the City were about Selling ſome of their Lands, 
in order to raiſe a Fond for the Payment of their Debts, did that 
come to any thing ? 

Franc, Sell their Lands, they*d as ſoon ſell their Charter. No, 
Madam, all the hopes we have is from the preſent Parliament. 

Aurel. *Pray Heaven they prove not ſo tedious in their Votes, 
as the laſt $:ilions. 

Franc. The greater Corcerns of the Nation, as the Wars 
with France and Jreland, took up ſo much of their Time, that 
ſmaller Matters was. put by, all private Intereſt being to veil 
to the publick Good ; but my prophetick Hopes tell me, that 
the preſent Parliament wi!l have the Matter under Conſfidera- 
tion, and 1 doubt not, but thoſe Worthy. Members of the ay 
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